Workshop on Planning For Rural Growth Centres in Uttar Pradesh

Held on July 1, 2005 

at The Giri Institute of Development Studies, Lucknow 

Issues Emerging From the Workshop

The following broad consensus emerged from the workshop:

1. The participants in the workshop agreed that the development of Growth Centres should not be a government programme alone and should be based upon public private participation model.

2. The planning of Growth Centres should not be treated as a programme of infrastructural development. The money available under the Growth Centre scheme should not be spent on building rural roads and similar construction works.

3. The focus should be on provision of managerial, informational and technology inputs.

4. Rural Growth Centres should not be based on the development of agriculture alone but should cover industries and services like education, hoteliering, etc. 

5. E-choupal type of initiative of ITC needed to be taken up. But there can be other models as well.

6. The model of Growth Centre should have flexibility. Different activities can be promoted in different areas.

7.  Infrastructural gap in every district of the state in respect of important commodities should be identified and appropriate infrastructure for those commodities should be developed. 

8. Growth centres should be located in areas which have a potential of growth. Availability of infrastructure can be an important indicator of the growth potential of an area. Also, flow of private investment in particular locations would reveal the suitability of the location for developing the rural growth centres.

9. The programme should be based on high level of convergence between different sectors and departments. The development of Growth Centres needs to be dovetailed with other government programmes.

10. The corpus of Rs. 100 allotted for the rural growth centres should be treated as seed money and should be used to leverage more funds from banks, NGOs, corporate sector, etc.

11. The development of Growth Centres should not be treated as the development of area but the development of people.

12. Business associates at the Panchayat level should be identified to tap new business opportunities so that value addition to rural people can be generated.

13. Local initiatives should be promoted and local entrepreneurs encouraged and trained to take up business activities. 

14. A SPV should be formed to coordinate the implementation of the rural growth centre scheme. 

15. Further discussions are required with corporate groups and NGO’s for their involvement.
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